Relative Uniform Resource Locators 1

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

Relative Uniform Resource Locators

Roy T. Fielding

<fielding@ics.uci.edu> Department of Infor mation and Computer Science University of Califor nia, Irvine, CA 92717-3425

31st Internet Engineering T askforce Uniform Resource Identifiers Working Group

Relative Uniform Resource Locators 2

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

What is a Relative URL

Partial URL Locator that obtains global scope when interpreted relative to a base URL Only valid when the base URL is well-defined

Why?

Saves space Allows document content to be partially independent of its location and accessability Document trees (groups of inter -related documents) can be moved without changing embedded URLs Documents can be shared by multiple access schemes and/or servers

Relative Uniform Resource Locators 3

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

Examples

Base-URL = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/index.html

draft.txt = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./draft.txt = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./ = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/ .. = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/ ../html/ = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/html/ ../../arcadia/ = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia/

/pub/arcadia = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia

//fred/y = http://fred/y

this:that = this:that ./this:that = http://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/this:that

Relative Uniform Resource Locators 4

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

Examples

Base-URL = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/index.html

draft.txt = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./draft.txt = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./ = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/ .. = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/ ../html/ = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/html/ ../../arcadia/ = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia/

/pub/arcadia = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia

//fred/y = ftp://fred/y

this:that = this:that ./this:that = ftp://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/this:that

Relative Uniform Resource Locators 5

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

Examples

Base-URL = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/uri/index.html

draft.txt = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./draft.txt = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./ = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/uri/ .. = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/ ../html/ = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/html/ ../../arcadia/ = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/arcadia/

/pub/arcadia = file://www .ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia

//fred/y = file://fred/y

this:that = this:that ./this:that = file://www .ics.uci.edu/usr/spool/ftp/pub/ietf/uri/this:that

Relative Uniform Resource Locators 6

31st IETF, December 1994 http://www.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/

Examples

Base-URL = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/index.html

draft.txt = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./draft.txt = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/draft.txt ./ = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/ .. = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/ ../html/ = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/html/ ../../arcadia/ = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia/

/pub/arcadia = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/arcadia

//fred/y = http://fred/y

this:that = this:that ./this:that = http://liege.ics.uci.edu/pub/ietf/uri/this:that